[image: image1.jpg]




WHEREAS, residing within the boundaries of Dania Beach, many of our neighbors have served as members of the Armed Forces, and in doing so honored our community with exemplary dedication; and

WHEREAS, it is important that we recognize the sacrifices made by our community’s veterans who are paralyzed; and 

WHEREAS, in 1984, the Paralyzed Veterans Association (PVA) set aside a month to raise awareness for issues of importance to paralyzed veterans, and all individuals with disabilities, and to advance the mission of the organization, which includes promoting quality health care for veterans with disabilities; supporting research and education addressing spinal cord injury and disease; ensuring that paralyzed veterans receive their earned benefits as a result of their military service; and working to ensure civil rights and opportunities for paralyzed veterans, and all others with disabilities, to maximize their independence; and 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme is “Building a Nation Fit for Heroes”; 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Patricia A. Flury, Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of April, 2012 as: 
Paralyzed Veterans of America Awareness Month
in the City of Dania Beach, and encourage all citizens to honor our paralyzed veterans because they personify the highest ideals of service to country, sacrifice of self, and perseverance in overcoming adversity.  Their stories of hardship and triumph provide life-affirming lessons for us all.  
I also encourage the people of the City of Dania Beach to observe and participate in the activities associated with PVA Awareness Month, and reflect upon the sacrifices endured by our community’s veterans who are paralyzed.  There are many local community service organizations, particularly those serving our youth that seek involvement in worthy projects, and PVA Awareness Month meets and surpasses that standard.
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